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Smith, Zaccone and Bumpus for BOE 
We endorse Emily Smith, Paula Zaccone and Catherine Bumpus for Bloomfield Board of 

Education.  
             Smith is a former Board of Education member, with a good head on her shoulders. Bum-
pus is a former youth minister, and educator at the high school and college levels. Zaccone is a 
college professor.  
             All three are members of BEST Team and have good ideas and great intentions. In addi-
tion, Smith has the experience and knowledge that could help lead the team toward its goals.       
             We like their goal of having an open, honest and respectful dialogue with the parents of 
students and residents. They have stated that more work needs to be done to bridge the gap be-
tween the community and the board. They also appear to remember that board officials work for 
the people, not the other way around. 

 
BOE brouhaha: No big deal 

Politics have no place at all on a school board. We know it can be difficult to hang your party 
labels at the door when entering a meeting, but for the sake of the children, all members must re-
member why they are there. The residents choose board members to better the schools and edu-
cate the children, and all decisions should be made to that end.   
             In recent weeks, much fuss has been made regarding a candidate’s actions, or possible 
inactions. A Home and School Association included campaign material in its newsletter, which was 
taken home by the students, that could be considered intentionally or unwittingly endorsing a can-
didate. Someone stood up at a recent board meeting to say that candidate should step down from 
the election. Some people have cried foul regarding the Home and School Association’s misdeed.  
              To that end, we offer the following history lesson.  
              During last year’s school board election, the high school students’ had a direct involve-
ment with the campaign for the passage of the second Foley Field referendum. The Board of Edu-
cation put out the welcome mat for that.  
              The high school principal made an announcement over the school speaker system for a 
voluntary assembly and briefed the students on the game plan for getting out the vote the school 
board wanted. Ironically, the students were told to meet at their elementary schools. From there 
they would fan out, canvassing the neighborhood.  
              But at the time, and with the fervor generated for the revitalization of the venerable field, 
the whole scenario was given the veneer of an American civics’ lesson. Arguably, the voters who 
defeated an identical referendum a month earlier may have objected to school personnel, facilities 
and time being directed toward the outcome of an election. Sound familiar?      
              Now, some residents and board members are “shocked, shocked” because students have 
been used to distribute alleged campaign material. Why now?  
              We know why, and we think you do too. What happened with the Home and School Asso-
ciation, whether or not the candidate had a hand in the publication of the newsletter, was wrong, 
and never should have happened. But we don’t feel the children were harmed. However, the inci-
dent is now being used for political capital. And we find that disrespectful to the voters. 
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